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lence, atiracting buyers from all over the world.
In recognition of this, some of the most prestigious watch
companies have,opened their own shops here, including
Patek Philippe, Rolex,Jaeger-LeCoultre, Chopard, Breguet,

the world over, such as Cartier, Tiffany, Byigari and Asprey.

Watches of Switzerland has two shops in Bond Street,
one at 1 0ld Bond Street, on the comer of Piccadlly, andits

widest range of Swiss watch brands o be found anywhere
in the UK. It carres a wider selection of models from many
manufacturers than can be found in most other shops.

Wempe, at 135 New Bond Stree, is ancther company that
is very serious about watches and has a blue-blooded line-
up of brand names. The presence of the Wempe family
in the world of luxury for more than 125 years has ena-
bled it to develop a special relationship with the greas
The Hamburg-based company has a strong presence in
Germany,as well as stores in New York, Paris, Vienna and
Madid, When the London shop opened eight years ago, i
represented the realisation of a dream for Hellmut Wempe,
grandson of the founder. He had long considered London
tobe The capital of Europe’

One remarkable man who has spent his i importing and
distrbuting many great wach brands, as wellas buiding

Eventually he decided
to open his own unique
shop, providing a luxuri-
ousandpeacefulenviron-
ment that is appropriate

for the extraordinary watches he sells. Known simply as

Marcus, the shop is at 170 New Bond Street. It occupies

four floors of the 19 century buiding and is a shiine to
H

SMITHS

GOLD!
LR

NON BOND STREET
Thel

shops and is unique in Europe in having two major chains
of jewellers. The Goldsmiths Group fhas more than 200
shops, including Mappin & Webb and its sister company,
Watches of Switzerland, which joined the group ast year
Being 2 national chain enables Goldsmiths to offer a sig-
nificant benefit: a watch bought in any of ts shops can be
pin the groupif

iced o in the unlikely event that it needs attention under
guarantee. Goldsmiths was the first company in the UK
ever to sell Rolex watches. It stil proudy sells them in a
number o its shops and each of these branches has aresi-
dentwatchmaker.

The Signet Group is the ofher major group whose shops
an be found in almost every high street, trading mainly
under the names of Emest Jones and H Samuel.Ithas more
than 600 shops n the UK.

The David Morris International Watch Room, on the
ground floorin Selfrdges in Oxford Street, may be the sin-
gle most important watch outlet in Europe and clams to
be the numbe one outlet for Omega, TAG Heuer, Gucci,
Dior and Breiting watches. It offers an extensive choice of
watches from around 30 brands,

Harrods, (00, has long been an important port of cal for
watch buyers from al over the world.In October last year a
sumptuous refurbishment of the Fine Jewellery and Luxtry
Watch Room was completed. It now offers a very inviting
space in which to choose between fine timepieces from

as well as outstanding vintage timepieces that can make
any watch collector drool. Mr Margulies' policy is to buy for
his shop only what he likes — and he has exquisite taste.
Some of the world's most exclusive watchmakers sell their

many of 2

There are many excellent independent watch and jewek
lery shops in the UK that also have much to offer:look out
for asign that says that they are members of the National

this shop a special appeal. The finest examples of new and

‘case made by Boucheron in the 1860s. This was bought at

L
is considered to be one of the three most important watch

9
of the watch industry. For many devotees of fine watches
Marcus is horological heaven. Prices at Marcus here are

toas seven figures.
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